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This was to get rid of Rowan, whose course I approved. It
was a pitiful exhibition of spite, malice, and evil passion,
of which I have no doubt he will in due time be ashamed;
but it shows the course of action, personal and party
motives, and narrow and vindictive malevolence of one of
the ablest of the Radical leaders. Strange that a man and
Senator of his good sense should so give way to party!

Senator Grimes is ambitious, dissatisfied, always sus-
picious, and at times ungenerous. He is intelligent, has
moral courage, but is not always bold to act. Beyond any
other one man he is responsible for the present calamitous
condition of affairs. Sumner and Stevens are open and un-
disguised in their hostility and without aid from Grimes
they could accomplish little. Yet Grimes does not respect
them or their motives and to me invariably condemns
them. He knows his own ability and is vexed that Johnson,
an old associate Senator but not a Radical, is in a higher
position than himself. Fessenden and he act in concert,
and Wilson of Iowa is stimulated, counseled, and controlled
by him.

The course of the Radicals has received its direction more
from Grimes than almost any other man, and yet others,
for whom he has not high regard, instead of himself have
the odium and the honor also of friends or opponents of the
measure. This irritates and vexes him, but he would get
angry with any one who should openly tell him the truth
and give him his right position.

I regret that Admiral Smith should have informed him
of what we know of his movements. I have hitherto got
along very well with Grimes, for he has nattered himself
that I was not aware of his operations and intrigues, be-
cause I have not put myself in his way. As chairman of the
Naval Committee, with such a Congress as we now have,
with such a chairman as J. P. Hale through the War, there
has been no alternative but to submit in a degree to the
disposition of measures which he might propose. By yield-
ing to his suggestions I was sometimes able to modify his